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CHARLESTON, IL--An early season examination of how well Eastern Illinois University's youth and experience is blending together on the basketball court will be
determined in a preseason game Saturday night (Nov. 9).
The Panthers will host the Ft. Hood Tankers in an exhibition game.

Tipoff is

7:30 in Lantz Gym.
"Right now it's slow going," said coach Rick Samuels, "but that's also very
typical when you consider we have eight new people in the program.
"It's also typical for this period of preseason practice.

The adrenaline that

was flowing with the start of practice has worn off a bit and now we've reached a
plateau.

Hopefully we can get regenerated by the excitement of the first game.

"The most promising aspect of practice is that we do have talent so that when
things begin to fall into place it will brighten our whole outlook," Samuels said.
The three senior starters, Jon Collins (East St. Louis-Cahokia), Kevin Duckworth
(Dolton-Thornridge) and Doug Crook (Vincennes, IN-Lincoln), are playing
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with great

confidence and enthusiasm," says Samuels.
"Collins has been performing far above his play when comparing this year to any
previous preseason practices."
Sophomore Vince Macciocchi (Hinsdale-Central) will miss the season due to knee
surgery performed last Wednesday (Oct. 30).

Injured in a crill on the previous Satur-

day, Macciocchi was a'likely starter at the power forward spot so his absence opens the
opportunity for several younger players.
Senior Drew Beck (Streator), sophomore Ron Duckworth (Chicago-Harper) and freehmen
Mike West (Warrensburg-Latham) and Dave Vance (Roselle-Lake Park) all have a legitimate
chance at the position.
"As a group the frosh are extremely talented and competing very hard in practice.
West, Vance and (Jay) Taylor (East Aurora) are all in a position where they should see
substantial playing time," said Samuels.
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West and Vance primarily because of the injury to Macciocchi with Taylor, an
all-state guard, giving the Panthers much needed depth on the backline.
Following Saturday's preseason contest the Panthers will have two weeks pr1or
to the first regular season game.

EIU hosts Illinois Tech

and then William Penn on Monday, Nov. 25.
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on Saturday, Nov. 23,

